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Social Studies 8th Grade
Mr. Dombrowski
jared.dombrowski@gocruisers.org / Website: mrdombrowski.weebly.com
Course Description
In 1492, Christopher Columbus stumbled onto a world previously unknown to Europeans. Soon, many Europeans were exploring the Americas, and setting up land claims. This class will examine the various motives for European explorations, and the consequences that followed. The first nine weeks will also focus on American democracy, the creation of the three branches of government, the separation of powers among these branches, the checks and balances that they have, and the Bill of Rights. The second nine week will focus on the American Revolution. We will explore the causes and consequences of the War for Independence and the struggle to create a new government that followed. The third nine weeks will focus on the territorial expansion of the United States, including the Northwest Ordinance, the Louisiana Purchase, the Annexation of Texas, and the Mexican-American War. The fourth nine weeks will concentrate on the Civil War and Reconstruction.
Course Requirements

1. Students are expected to bring any materials handed out previously, blank paper and a writing instrument to class everyday.  It will be beneficial to carry a 2” binder to keep these materials.

2. A final will be given at the end of each 9 weeks to check for understanding and student progress.

3. We will also be having weekly vocabulary tests on key terms, with a new list every nine weeks.

4. Students will be expected to complete ALL assignments, quizzes, and tests.
Evaluation Tools

Students will receive a letter grade for each of the nine (4) week grading periods, a letter grade for the first semester, a letter grade for the second semester, and a final grade. The final grade will consist of the average of the first and second semester. The letter grade for each grading period among the following categories:

1) Attendance, Participation, and Classwork

Ex. Classroom activities, various assignments, and reading questions                                    
2) Homework Assignments                                                      

Ex. Written Assignments, Identifications, etc.                                                                         
3) Quizzes and Projects







   

A mixture of scheduled and pop quizzes will be given.                                                           

The lowest quiz score will be dropped.

4)   Tests                                                                                                                                         

       Tests include objective and extended response questions

       A take home test may be included

Grading Scale

	                              Percentage
	                                 Letter Grade

	                                 98-100
	                                         A+

	                                 97-94
	                                         A

	                                 93-90
	                                         A-

	                                 89-87
	                                         B+

	                                 86-83
	                                         B

	                                 82-80
	                                         B-

	                                 79-77
	                                         C+

	                                 76-73
	                                         C

	                                 72-70
	                                         C-

	                                 69-67
	                                         D+

	                                 66-63
	                                         D

	                                 62-60
	                                         D-

	                                 59-0
	                                         F
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Class Policies

Expectations


1) On Time – This impacts productivity-personal & class
3) Be Flexible – Have an open mind

2) Be adaptable – Take my direction


4) Complete all assigned work.

Classroom Environment

1) Positive Work Environment
a) Two simple rules

1) Avoid insubordination

2)     If you are not sure your action is appropriate or if you have to even consider if it is inappropriate


DON’T DO IT!
2)     Tardiness – (Office referral)

a) Students are expected to be in their assigned seats when the bell rings at the beginning and the end of the period. Students are allowed four unexcused tardies per nine weeks, after that the student will receive an office referral. 

Academic Information

1)     Make-up Work

a) Students will receive, at minimum, the number of excused days out to complete their work for full credit.

b) Some assignments are subject to change for make-up purposes.

c) Unexcused absences will result in as a zero.

d) You are expected to make up assignments if you are out of class due to an out of school suspension. You will still be held responsible for that information on a test. However, you will not receive credit for that work. If you are suspended on a test or quiz day, it will result in a zero.

2)     Late Work

a) All work is due at the beginning of class.

1) One school day late            - 90% of full credit

2) Two school days late          - 80% of full credit

3) Three school days late        - 70% of full credit

4) Four school days late          - 60% of full credit

5) Five school days or more    - 50% of full credit

b) All work must be legible and have a title, your name, date, and class period to be acceptable. If I cannot read it, I cannot grade it.

3)     Extra credit may or may not be offered during the nine weeks.

Additional Notes

1)     Academic Honesty

a) Plagiarism on any assignment will result in a score of zero for the assignment.

b) Talking during or after a quiz or test will result in lost points for that quiz or test.

c) In absence of a formal code, instructor will evaluate each instance on an individual basis.

2)     Enforcement of class policies 

a) Failure to comply with class policies may result in any or all of the following; verbal warning, removal from class, phone call/email home, lunch detention with Mr. Dombrowski, or sent to the office for administration handling.

All of these policies are subject to review and revision as needed to conform to Groveport Madison Middle School North policies or create an environment that is not disruptive to the educational process.

Cut here and Return______________________________________________________________________________________________

I have read the above policies, the social studies standards (attached), and the course requirements on the syllabus. I understand what is required to complete Mr. Dombrowski’s 8th grade Social Studies Class and agree to comply.

Student Signature
_______________________________________

Date     __________________

Parent Signature
_______________________________________

Date     __________________

Home Phone
_______________________________________                  *Email   ________________________________________

Best Time(s) to Call______________________________________

*If you can please email your address because this is the best way to get a hold of me.
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