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THE ABOLITIONISTS
SECTION 2 418-424

1. What is the goal of the Abolitionists?

2. What was decided in the Constitutional Convention about the issue
of slavery?

3. Describe the American Colonization Society.

4. What caused the numbers of enslaved people to increase in the
Deep South in the early 1800s?

5. Describe the importance of the following individuals (at least 3
sentences each):

A.

C.

D.

William Lloyd Garrison
The Grimke Sisters
Frederick Douglass

Sojourner Truth

6. Describe the importance of the Underground Railroad. (what was
it? how did it work? Conductors? Canada?)

7. Who was Harriet Tubman?

8. Why did Southerners not want the abolition of slavery?

9. ldentify two reasons Northerners opposed the Abolitionist
Movement.

10. ldentify 4 arguments that Southerners were making in support of

slavery.
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RS i Harrqet Tubrnan and William Lloyd
J\ L Garrison strengthened the abolitionist
movement.
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American Colonization  First African Americans  William Lloyd Garrison Liberia becomes an
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William Lloyd Garrison, @ dramatic and spirited man, fought strongly for the right of
African Americans to be free. On one occasion Garrison was present whan Fraderick
Douglass, an African American who had escaped from siavery, spoke to a white audi-
ence 2bout life as a slave. Douglass elecirified his listeners with a powertul speech.
Suddenly Garrison leaped to his feet. “Is this a man,” he demanded of the audience,
“or a thing?” Garrison shared Douglass's outrage at the notion that people could be
bought and sold like objeds.
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Early Efforts to End Slavery

The spirit of reform that swept the United States in the early 1800s was not
limited to improving education and expanding the arts. It also included the
efforts of alwlitianists like Garrison and Douglass—members of the growing
band of reformers who worked to abolizh, or end, slavery.

Even before the American Revolution, some Americans had tried to limit or
end slavery. At the Constitutional Convention in 1787, the delegates had
eached a compromise on the difficult issue, agreeing to let each state decide
whether to allow slavery. By the early 1800s, Northern states had ended slavery,

but it continued in the South.
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The rehglous revival and the reform move-

ment of the early and. ‘mid- 18005 ga\fe new life to"

the antislavery movement. Many Americans
came to believe that slavery was wrong. Yet not

all Northerners shared this view. The conﬂlct-'

over slavery continued to build. o
Many of the men‘arid women who led the

antislavery movement came from the Quaker,

faith. One Quaker, Benjathin Lundy, wrote:

&l heard the wail of the captive. | felt his pang
of distress, and the iron entered my, soul.2%S

Lundy founded a newspaper in 1821 to
spread t 1he a’oohﬁoms’; message.

American Colonization Society
Thefirst large-scale antislavery effort was not
aimed at abolishing slavery but at resettling

African Americans in Africa or the Caribbean.

The American Colonization Society, formed in
1816 by a group of white Virginians, worked to
free enslaved workers gradually by buying
them from slaveholders and sending them
abroad to start new lives.

The society raised enough money from private

donors, Congress, and a few state legislatures to -

send several groups of African Americans out of
the country. Some went to the west
coast of Africa, where the society had
acquired land for a colony. In 1822 the
first African American settlers arrived
in this colony, called Liberia, Latin for
“place of freedom.”

In 1847 Liberia became an inde-
pendent country. American emigra-
tion to Liberia continued until the
Civil War. Some 12,000 to 20,000
African Americans settled in the new
couniry between 1822 and 1865.

The American Colonization Soci-
ety did not halt the growth of slavery.
The number of enslaved people con- .
tinued to increase at a steady pace,
and the society could only resettle a
small number of African Americans.
Furthermore, most African Ameri-
cans did not want to go to Africa.
Many were from families that had

Sifiply
African Americans feared *Haf
to strengthen slavery. &
¢ Explaining How did the American
nization Society fight slavery?
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- Reforfiiers realized that the gradual approach
to ending slavery had failed. Moreover the num-
bers of enslaved persons had sharply increased
because the cotton boom in the Deep South made
planters increasingly- depéndent on slave labor.
Beginning in about 1830, the American antislav-
ery movement took on new life. Soon it became
the most pressing.social 1 1ssue for reformers.

Wiltiam Lieyd Gariison

Abolitionist Wﬂl:m Lloyd Gamson stimu-
lated the growth of the antislavery movement.
In 1829 Garrison left Massachusetts to work for
the country’s leading antislavery newspaper in

Baltimore. Impatient with the paper modera‘ce

position, Garrison returned to Boston in 1831 to
found his own newspaper, The Lrbemfor
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Sojourner Trurh

f820
[ could not free them, for lhe iaws of the State forbade
It. Vet even if they had not forbidden it, the slaves in my
possession were in no condition to supoort themselves. It

T -
#as <|'ﬁp & aruely to free a mother with aependenn chil-
bservation, 1o

00, had satisfied me that the free

B _Im—re in general, in a worse condj: ton than the

leves, I“.c menumission [s,ums free] of my slaves to
nhe State was rigt ig be thought of, Should i

';, m to Liberia? Some of them wWers in a condition
He 89, Lu none of them desired to. If sent, they [would] be
forced to leave wiives and )

children belonging to

other masters [on

nearby plantations], to
dwell in 3 strange land,

Garrison was one of the first white
Q
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er he wrote:
single inch—axND 1 ¥ :

Gnlla;:' W was heard. He attracted

enough followers to start the New
England Antislavery Society in 1832
and the American Anfi:;lax- ery Soci-
ety the next year. The abolitionist
movement grew rapidly. By 1538 the
antislavery societies Garrison started
had more than 1,000 chapters, or
local branches.

Among the first women who
spoke out publicly against slavery
were Sarzh and Angelina Grimke.
Born in South Carglina to a ‘\.«-'ea]'th}-
slaveholding family, the
moved to Philadelphia in 1832

In the North H'w Grim Lé ._i‘. Eh
lectured and wrote against 5]?.-'\-‘91*5-_
Atone antislavery meeting, Al i
Grimké axclaimed,
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-As a Southerner, | feel that it is
my duty fo stand up . . . against slav-
ery. | have seen if! | have seen it
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The Grimkés persuaded their

mother to give them their share of
-

Instead of
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zmney or land, the sisters asked for
overal of the enslaved workers,
1-\"‘.-“.C.-m they immediately freed.
Angelina Grimké and her hus-
band, abolitionist Theodore Weld,
wrote American Slavery As It Is in
1839, This collection of firsthand
accounts of life under slavery was
one of the most influential abolition-
ist publications of its time



ﬁfrgc&ﬁ Rmerzcan Abolitionists

Although white abohtlomstr; ‘drew pub
a’ftennon to the cause, Afncan A_mencans th
selves played a major role in the aboliti
mm*ement from the start. The abolition o
ery was an especially 1mpo1tant goal to the
African Americans of the North.

Most African Americans in the North 11\ ed
poverty in cities. Although they were excl
from most jobs and were often attacked by 1
rnobs = great many of these African Amer Ci
were mtensely proud of their freedor;g_ 2
wanted to heip those who were st:l! enslave

Afncan Americans ‘took” an active P
orgamzmcr and directin g the Amerlcan Ani]
ery Somety, and they subscr:bed in large 1
bers to William Lloyd Garrison’s The Liberator:
1827 Samuel Cornish and John Russw m
started the couniry’s first African Ame

tion is a sham . your na’cwnal greatness,
swellzng.vgmty your. sounds of rejoicing are
empti;-and Heartless . . . your sholits of izberry
and equalrff hollow mockery.= g8, =

For 16 years, Douglass edited an anhsla»erv

newspaper, Freedom’s Journal. Most of the othe er - mewspaper called the North Star. Douglass won

newspapers that African Afnericans founded admiration as a powerful and mfluent:al Rl ey

before the Civil War also promoted aboli - speakerand'writer. He traveled abroad, speak- "
Bomn a free man in North Carolina, writer ing to huge ant;slavery audiences ‘in London

David Walker of Boston pub 15hed an unpaé— and the West Indies.

sioned argument against sla\rery, challenﬂmg . Douglass re’rurned to the United States because

African Amerlcans to rebel and overthrow slav- he believed' ‘abolifionists must fight slavery at its -

ery by force. “America is more our country source. He insisted that African Americans

it is the whites’—we have ennched it with:otir receive not just their freedom but full equality % %

blood and tears,” he wrote. ‘ “with whites as well. In 1847 friends helped e
Tn 1830 free Af_ncan American leaders held Douglass purchase his freedom from the slave-

their first convention in Philadelphia. Dele gaies holder from v\hom he had fled in Maryland.

met “to devise ways and means for the bettering

of our condition.” They discussed starting. ar.

African American college and encouraging free

-

African Americans to ermgrate to Canada <2
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§ ojourner Truth

. “1 was born a. slave in: Ulster County, New . v

rk,” Isabella-Baumfree began when she told

: e ér story 10 audiences. Called' “Belle,” she lived

Fgeé&?ﬁek_‘ Deuglass ' _ _in the cellar “of a slaveholder’s hduse. She
Frederick Douglass, the most widely knoy “escaped in 1826 and cained official freedom in

African. American . abolitionist, was Bom___: __:.'1827 when New York barmed slavelv She even-
enslaved in Maryland After teaching himselfto = - tually settled in New York City.

read and write,. he escaped from slavery in
Maryland in 1838 and settled first in Maqsa_ i
setts and then in"New York.

As a runaway, Douglass could have beeri ¢ap
tured and returned to slavery: Still, he joiri
Massachusetts Antislavery Society and tra
widely. to address abolitionist meetings. A
erful speaker, Douglass often moved lister

. In 1843 Be}]e chose a new name. “Sojourner
T3 h;m my name “ ghe said, “because fmm this
davI wﬂl walk in the light of [God's] truth.” She
began 10 WO k-m the ‘movements for abolition-
15111 avd for women's 51 ghts

ExpEam:ng Why did FFedenck
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The Undergmund Ra:lroad was nerlher

“underground” nor a “railroad.” It was a
secret organization to help African Ameri-
cans escape from slavery. The éscape of
Henr\r Brown is one of the most remark-
able stories in the history of the Under-
ground Railroad.

Henry Brown Henry "Box” Brown :
escaped slavery by having himself sealed
into a small box and shlpped from Rich-
mond to Phliadelphla Althnugh “this side
up” was marked on the f:rat' h
good part of the frip, Upsnde awn When

The Underground Railroad
Some abolitionists risked prison—even+death

—by secretly. helpmg African Americans escape

from slavery. The network of escape routes from

~ the South to the North came to be called the

422

Underground Rmimaa.

The Uﬂdercmund Raﬂroad had no trains or

tracks. Instead,’ passengers on this “railroad”
traveled through the night, often on foot, and
went north—guided by the North Star. The run-

away slaves “followed rivers and mountain

chains, or felt for moss groxmna on the north
side of trees.

Songs'such as “Follow the Drmkm Gourd”
encouraged runaways on their way to freedom.
A hollowed-out gourd was used to dip. water for
drinking. Its shape resembled the Big Dipper,
which pointed to the North Star.

CHAPTER 14  The Age of Reform
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“It all seemed
a comparatively
light price to
pay for liberty.”.
' —Hemy “Bo\"‘ Br"oi»m'
e spenta e

,

When the- river. ends in between ‘mro hl!ls
Fol!ow the dnnkm gourd _
“For the Ole Man’s waitin' for to carr',f you
A freedom. _

Follow the drinkin’ gourd. 5%

"Dl-llri:ng' ‘the day péssengers rested at “sta-
tions”—barns; attics, church basements, or other
fugitives could rest, eat, and hide
. "x't._,mghts sjourney.. The raih:oad’
“conductors” were whites and African Amerl- '

cans who helped guide the escaping slaveb to’

freedom in the North. :

In the early days many people made the j jour-
ney north on foot. Later they traveled in wagons,
sometimes -equipped with secret compartments.
African Americans on the Underground Rail-
road:- hoped to settle in a free state in the North
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Undergmund
Riillroad roltes

Slaveholding regions
Non-slaveholding regions '

Many ¢ ensiwed ﬁfr}curt Amerituns escgped o freedam with the

heEp of the Underground Railrood. c
%. Miovement Which river did ensloved | persons cross
efore feaching Indiand and Ohio?

2. Rmalizing Informiation About how miany files did
an-enslaved person fravel from Mnnigamem Alubumu, 0+
Wm&sur, Cunudu'*’

reaction ao-alnst abohhomsm ‘?;Ou’rhem slave-
holders—and many Southemers who did not
have slaves—opposed abolitionism because

_\they beheved it &reafened the South s wév of

-peo’p__e in the North aléo dpposed ’rhe abo Hot-
_Jst movement -
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1. Key Terms Write a short paragraph
in which you use these key terms:
abaoittenist, Underground Hail-
road. 5.

2. Reviewing Facts Describe the Amer-
ican Colonization Society’s solution
to slavery.

3. Individual Action What role did
Harriet Tubman play in the antislavery
movement?
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Oppasition in the North

Even in the North, abolitionists never num-
bered more than a small fraction of the popula-
tion. Many Northerners saw the antislavery
movement as a threat to the nation’s social
order. They feared the abolitionists could bring
on a destructive war between the North and the
South. They also claimed that, if the enslaved
African Americans were freed, they could never
blend into American society.

Economic fears further fed the backlash
against abolitionism. Northern workers worried
that freed slaves would flood the North and take
jobs away from whites by agreeing to work for
lower pay.

Opposition to abolitionism sometimes erupted
into violence against the abolitionists themselves.
In the 1830s a Philadelphia mob burned the city’s
antislavery headquarters to the ground and set
off a bloody race riot. In Boston a mob attacked
abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison and threat-
ened to hang him. Authorities saved his life by
locking him in jail

Elijah Lovejoy was not so lucky. Lovejoy
edited an abolifionist newspaper in Ilinois.
Three times angry whites invaded his offices
and wrecked his presses. Each time Lovejoy
installed new presses and resumed publication.
The fourth time the mob set fire to the building.
When Lovejoy came out of the blazing building,
he was shot and killed.

Checking for Understanding

e

Reviewing Themes
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Critical Thinking

4, Comparing Compare the arguments
of Northerners with Southerners who
opposed abolificnism.

Organizing Information Use a diz-
gram like the one below to identify
actions that abolitionists took to free
enslaved people.

Freeing of enslaved people

The South Reacls

Southerners fought abolitionism by mounting
arguments in defense of slavery. They claimed
that slavery was essential to the South. Slave
labor, they said, had allowed Southern whites to
reach a high level of culture.

Southerners also argued that they treated
enslaved people well. Some Southerners argued
that Northern workers were worse off than
slaves. The industrial economy of the North
employed factory workers for long hours at low
wages. These jobs were repetitious and often
dangerous, and Northern workers had to pay for
their goods from their small earnings. Unlike the
“wage slavery” of the North, Southemers said
that the system of slavery provided food, cloth-
ing, and medical care to the workers.

Other defenses of slavery were based on
racism. Many whites believed that African -
Americans were better off under white care than
on their own. “Providence has placed [the slave]
in our hands for his own good,” declared one
Southern governor.

The conflict between proslavery and antislav-
ery groups continued to mount. At the same
time, a new women's rights movement was
growing, and many leading abolitionists were
involved in that movement as well.

{ $ Explaining Why did many North-
erners oppose the abolition of slavery?

Study Central™ To review this section, go to

Analyring Visuals
6. Geography Skills Study the map of
the Underground Railroad on page
423. Why do you think more
enslaved people escaped from the
border states than from the Deep
South?

{Joinmctee y -

nformative Writing Research the
life of an abalifionist. Write a one-
page biography that describes
important events in his or her life

tarvol Lelencas.com and dick on Study Central™.
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