Advanced Native America Civilizations 


	Civilization
	Leaders
	Geographic Origins
	Conqueror
	Religion
	Major Contributions

	Aztecs
	Montezuma
	Tenochtitlan-Capital
Located in same area as present day Mexico City
	Hernan Cortes
	· Polytheistic

· Main God-Quezalcoatl

· Believed in human sacrifice
	· 365 Calendar

· Herbal remedies

· Farming tactics
· Mexican Cuisine



	Incas
	Atahualpa
	Cuzco-Capital
Located on western border of S. America. From Columbia to Chile
	Francisco Pizarro
	· Incan Moral Code.
· Polytheistic

· Believed in Reincarnation
	· Largest empire

· Architecture

· Metal work out of gold and silver

· Warriors

	Mayans
	Tribal Leaders known as ajaw 
	No political center.
Located near the Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico
	Spanish struggled to conquer for 170 years
	· Human Sacrifice
· Cycle of nature and time.

· Maize god
	· Written language
· Advanced Calendar

· Ancestors of Mayans still alive

	Mississippians
	Many Tribal Chiefs

Great Sun

(Chief)
	Located along the Mississippi River Valley in the United States
	Many were displaced or killed by Europeans after Hernando de Soto arrived 
	Polythestic

	· Mound Builders
· Maize-based agriculture

· Pottery
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